Passive Voice 



Passive Voice 


The Passive Voice is used to focus on the action rather 
than on the person or “doer” of the action. 

We usually speak in Active Voice, but sometimes we 
use Passive when: the agent (doer) is not necessary, 
obvious or we simply don’t want to mention it. 

However, if we want to mention the agent in passive 
voice sentences, we can use it with BY 



The Passive Voice is usually used in NEWS, or results in books or 


magazines. 



A bank was robbed in Quito yesterday 

The biggest encebollado in the world was prepared in Guayaquil. 
A new malecon is being built in Guayaquil. 











A MISTAKE WAS MADE IN THIS REPORT, BUT 
DON’T WORRY, WE ARE GOING TO FIX IT. 










AM 


Present Passive 


Present Perfect 
Passive 


IS + VERB (P. part) 

ARE 

HAVE + BEEN + VERB (P. Part) 


HAS 



Present Continuous 
Passive 


Past Passive 


Past Continuous 
Passive 


AM 

IS + BEING + VERB (P. Part) 

ARE 

WAS + VERB (P. Part) 

WERE 

WAS + BEING + VERB (P. Part) 


WERE 



EXAMPLES 


STUDENTS LEARN ENGLISH AT CEN. 

ENGLISH IS LEARNED AT CEN. 

THE JANITOR HAS CLEANED THIS ROOM . 
THIS ROOM HAS BEEN CLEANED. 

THE JANITOR IS CLEANING THIS ROOM NOW. 
THIS ROOM IS BEING CLEANED NOW. 



MIKE TOOK THIS PHOTO YESTERDAY. 

THIS PHOTO WAS TAKEN YESTERDAY. 

MIKE WAS TAKING THIS PHOTO YESTERDAY.. 


THIS PHOTO WAS BEING TAKEN YESTERDAY. 



CHANGE FROM THE PASSIVE TO ACTIVE OR ACTIVE TO 
PASSIVE 


1. ROBERT DID THE HOMEWORK LAST FRIDAY. 

2. MARIA’S FIXED THIS RADIO. 

3. EVERYONE’S WATCHING THE TV NOW. 

4. NEWSPAPERS ARE SOLD IN THE POST OFFICE. 

5. I WAS TAKEN TO THE HOSPITAL LAST WEEK 

6. A NEW HOSPITAL WAS INAUGURATED YESTERDAY. 

7. WAS THE WINDOW BROKEN BY THE BOY? 

8. IT IS SAID THAT THE LAST EXAM IS THE HARDEST. 

9. MY DOG DIED YESTERDAY. 

10. LENIN BECAME PRESIDENT SOME MONTHS AGO. 

11. THE PRINCIPAL GAVE THE TEACHER AN AWARD. 



GIVING THE NEWS 

REPORT 2 PIECES OF REAL RECENT NEWS 
(NATIONAL / INTERNATIONAL) 



Fill in the blanks. Use Active or Passive Voice and the correct tense 


1. At the moment, she_(train) to compete in the 

Olympics. 

2. Sam_(offer) a job he couldn’t reject! 

3. The child, who got lost,_(find) at the end of that day. 

4. Everything_(be)good so far. 

5. Visitors_(take) photos only from this place. 

6. _it_(permit) to video-record this concert? 

7. _you_(allow) me to use my cell phone? 

8. New Speaking Courses_(teach) at Cen, soon. 

9. New strategies_(apply) to start a new business. 

10. She_(fire) for not following the rules. 











Answers: 


1. is being trained (Present Continuous Passive) 

2. was offered (Past Passive) 

3. was found (Past Passive) 

4. has been (Present Perfect Passive) 

5. can take (active voice) 

6. Is .... permitted (Present Passive) 

7. Can... allow (Active voice) 

8. are going to be taught.... (Future Passive) 

9. can be applied ( Modal Passive) 

10. was fired (Past Passive) 



Future 


AM 

IS GOING TO + BE + VERB (P. Part) 
ARE 


WILL 


WONT + BE + VERB (P. Part) 



Passive with Modals 


COULD 

MUST + BE + VERB (P. Part) 


SHOULD 



Passive Voice with Direct and Indirect 
Objects. 

The teacher gave Juanito a prize . 

Juanito was given a prize (by the teacher) 

A prize was given to Juanito (by the teacher) 

The driver showed the officer the driving license . 

The officer was shown the driving license. 


'he driving license was shown to the officer. 




GET PASSIVES 


You can use GET instead of BE to express stronger emotions. It 
informal and more common in speaking. Ex: 

She got arrested yesterday. 

The city got destroyed by the earthquake. 

Cars don’t get inspected more carefully in dealers. 

Did the computer get damaged? 



We use GET PASSIVES to talk about negative situations or 
situations that are beyond our control: 


My car got stolen last night! 


He feels his paintings are always getting criticized. 


I got yelled by my teacher for not doing homework!! 



Passive Gerunds and Infinitives 


Gerunds and Infinitives can occur in the passive. 
To form passive GERUNDS, use: 

BEING + Verb (Past Part) 


To form passive INFINITIVES use: 


TO BE + Verb(Past Part) 



Passive Gerunds (BEING + V[Past. Part]) 

Common verbs that are followed by passive gerunds include: 


ADMIT 

KEEP 

AVOID 

MIND 

CONSIDER 

MISS 

DELAY 

POSTPONE 

DEFEND 

PRACTICE 

DENY 

PROPOSE 

DISCUSS 

QUIT 

ENJOY 

RECALL 

FINISH 

RISK 

IMAGINE 

SUGGEST 

INVOLVE 

UNDERSTAND 




She misses being taken to the park by her father. 

He sometimes imagines being robbed in the street. 

I always avoid being asked about personal matters. 
The employee denied being mistreated by her boss. 



Verbs + Prepositions + Passive Gerund 


13. Verbs + Prepositions 


Verb + about 

Verb + by 

Verb + of 

Verb + fo 

ask about 

be affected by 

be afraid of 

admit to 

care about 

be raised by 

approve of 

belong to 

complain about 

Verb + for 

be aware of 

confess to 

be excited about 

apologize for 

consist of 

listen to 

find out about 

apply for 

dream of 

look forward to 

forget about 

ask for 

be guilty of 

refer to 

hear about 

care for 

hear of 

talk to 

know about 

look for 

know of 

be used to 

learn about 

pay for 

take care of 

Verb + with 

read about 

be responsible for 

think of 

agree with 

see about 

wait for 

be warned of 

argue with 

talk about 

Verb + from 

Verb + on 

bother with 

think about 

graduate from 

concentrate on 

deal with 

worry about 

Verb + in 

count on 

start with 

be worried about 

believe in 

decide on 

work with 

Verb + against 

find in 

depend on 


advise against 

include in 

insist on 


decide against 

be interested in 

keep on 


Verb + at 

involve in 

plan on 


look at 

result in 

rely on 


smile at 

show in 



be successful at 

succeed in 




use in 




She complained about being treated badly by her teacher. 


He counted on being considered in the band. 


He believes in being given the same opportunities as the others. 


They forgot about being helped by their uncle. 



Adjectives+Prepositions+Passive Gerunds 


14 . Adjectives + Prepositions 


Adjective + about 

Adjective + by 

Adjective + in 

Adjective + to 

concerned about 

amazed by 

high in 

accustomed to 

excited about 

bored by 

interested in 

due to 

happy about 

surprised by 

low in 

similar to 

nervous about 

Adjective + for 

Adjective + of 

Adjective + with 

pleased about 

bad for 

accused of 

bored with 

sad about 

good for 

afraid of 

content with 

sorry about 

ready for 

ashamed of 

familiar with 

surprised about 

responsible for 

aware of 

good with 

upset about 

Adjective + from 

capable of 

satisfied with 

worried about 
Adjective + at 
amazed at 

angry at 

bad at 
good at 
successful at 
surprised at 

different from 

safe from 
separate from 

careful of 

full of 
guilty of 
sick of 

tired of 

warned of 

wrong with 



The class was interested in being chosen as the winners. 


He was always afraid of being bullied at school. 


Are you surprised about not being paid on time? 


I am sick of being treated like a child! 



Verbs + Passive Infinitives (To Be + V[Past Part]) 


Afford 

help 

pretend 

agree 

hesitate 

promise 

arrange 

hope 

refuse 

ask 

hurry 

request 

attempt 

intend 

seem 

choose 

learn 

struggle 

consent 

manage 

tend 

decide 

need 

threaten 

demand 

neglect 

volunteer 

deserve 

offer 

wait 

expect 

pay 

want 

fail 

plan 

wish 

forget 

prepare 

would like 




She pretended to be loved, but the reality was totally different. 


The employee managed to be promoted. 


She decided to be assigned a new task. 


He hoped to be given a salary raise. 



Verbs + Gerunds/Infinitives 


Begin 

like 

regret 

continue 

love 

start 

forget 

prefer 

stop 

get 

remember 

try 

hate 




The building continues being remodeled. 
The building continues to be remodeled. 





Fill In the blanks 


1. The thief promised_(see/not) again. 

2. The students prepared_(inject) by a doctor. 

3. Robert discussed_(choose/not) for the trip. 

4. The employee suggested_(consider) for that 

job. 

5. She’s happy about_(treat) like a queen. 

6. He’s sad about_(fire) soon. 

7. She requested_(take) to a hospital. 



Fill In the blanks. Use the correct preposition. 

1. Be guilty_ 

2. Be responsible_ 

3. Look forward_ 

4. ready_ 

5. ashamed_ 

6. tired_ 

7. succeed _ 

Choose one of the adjectives or verbs from the list above and 
write a sentence. Use Passive gerunds/infinitives. 



Follow the link and do the exercise 


Passive Voice Practice (LINK) 


More links about Passive Voice: 
Grammar and exercises 


Grammar and exercises 2 


Exercises 







